
 
                                                                           
 

Thursday, June 21st 

9:00am – 11:30am – Opening Session  
David Lawler 
David Lawler is the Chief Executive Officer of BP’s US Lower 48 (L48) Onshore 
exploration and production business and a Director on the Board of BP 
America Production Company. 
 
Headquartered in Denver, the L48 business operates across five states from 
Texas north through the Rocky Mountains and produces approximately 300 
mboed from interests in over 20,000 wells. 
 
David joined BP in September 2014 from SandRidge Energy, Inc., (NYSE:SD) 
a US–based oil and gas independent headquartered in Oklahoma City, where 
he served as Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. Prior to 

joining SandRidge in 2011, David was the Chief Executive Officer and President of PostRock Energy 
Corporation (NYSE:PSTRQ) and its predecessor entities where he worked for four years. 
 
David began his career as a production engineer with Conoco and later joined Burlington Resources where 
he served in drilling engineering and well site leadership positions. He then spent 10 years with Shell 
Exploration and Production Company in a series of roles with increasing responsibility, including business 
planning for the Americas and engineering and operations manager for the US Gulf Coast business unit.  
 
In addition to his role with BP, David serves as a board member for the Texas Oil & Gas Association and 
the Mewbourne College of Petroleum at the University of Oklahoma. David served as a director of 
PennTex Midstream Partners, LP (NASDAQ:PTXP) and as a member of the Audit Committee from 2015 
until its sale to Energy Transfer Partners, LP in 2017. 
 
David graduated from the Colorado School of Mines with a Bachelor of Science in Petroleum Engineering 
and earned his Master of Business Administration from Tulane University. 
 
11:30am – 12:50pm – Membership Luncheon and Business Meeting  



 
1:00pm – 3:00pm – AAPL 2015 JOA - Dealing with an Operator or Non-Operator who is under Financial 
Distress or in Bankruptcy 
PANEL  

 Andy Graham 
Andy Graham has practiced energy and mineral law with Steptoe & Johnson 
PLLC over the last 12 years in Texas and West Virginia, focusing on mineral 
title examinations, conducting due diligence in the buying and selling of 
mineral assets, including several multi-million dollar transactions, which 
included title review, litigation and regulatory risk assessment, and title 
curative work, and handling issues related to surface use and compensation 
arising from mineral development. He is also an adjunct professor of energy 
land management at West Virginia University in Morgantown, West Virginia 
and the West Virginia case reporter for the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation’s Mineral Law Newsletter. 

 
 

Dorsey Roach, UnitPro Land Consultants, LLC 
 

Dorsey attended the University of Oklahoma where in 1977 he received a 
B.B.A., majoring in Petroleum Land Management (PLM). Upon graduating, 
Dorsey began his career with Exxon Corporation where he was trained and 
specialized as a pooling and unitization landman. From 1987-2009, he also 
held staff and managerial positions with Mesa Petroleum, Crawley 
Petroleum, Union Pacific Resources, the Williams Cos. and Cheyenne 
Petroleum. 
 
Since 2009, Dorsey has been managing member/owner of UnitPro Land 

Consultants, LLC in Oklahoma City where he offers expert witness services for litigation involving land 
contracts, assists companies in structuring, preparing and/or negotiating their drilling deals and related 
contracts, and presents seminars for AAPL and other industry organizations.  
 
Dorsey has been a member of the American Association of Professional Landmen (AAPL) since 1977, and 
a Certified Professional Landman (CPL) since 1986. Since 1984, he has been an instructor for AAPL's CPL 
Review courses and Joint Operating Agreement (“JOA”) seminars. He has authored papers and delivered 
hundreds of presentations and seminars to numerous industry-related organizations. He was also an 
adjunct professor in the PLM/Energy Management Program at the University of Oklahoma from 1983-
2008, and the Tulsa University Energy Management Program from 2007-2015.  
 
From 1986-1989, Dorsey served as chairman of the AAPL 1989 JOA Revision Committee. From 2011-2015, 
he served on the AAPL JOA Task Force that drafted the AAPL 1989 Horizontal JOA, and the AAPL 2015 JOA. 
He currently serves as Chairman of a newly formed drafting committee for AAPL that is charged with 
drafting a first-ever industry model form Participation Agreement. 
 
 



Jeff Weems, Staff Weems LLP 
 

Jeff Weems is an energy litigator with the firm Staff Weems LLP. After years 
of working on rigs and as a landman, he has practiced energy law for over 26 
years, concentrating on litigation. Jeff represents working interest owners, 
service companies, midstream participants and royalty owners in a wide 
range of energy-based disputes. He is a skilled trial lawyer with a record of 
success in courts across Texas.  
Jeff is a frequent lecturer and was the co-chair of the Oil and Gas Section of 
the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation’s 60th Annual Institute. Jeff is 
a member of the American Petroleum Institute – Houston, the Texas 

Independent Producers and Royalty Owners, and the American Association of Professional Landmen 
(AAPL). He was a member of the AAPL Task Force charged with rewriting the 2015 Model Form Operating 
Agreement. Jeff is a Texas Super Lawyer in Energy Law1 and is an adjunct professor of Oil and Gas Law at 
the University of Houston Law Center.  
Jeff received his BBA in Petroleum Land Management with high honors from the University of Texas at 
Austin in 1983. He graduated with honors from the University Of Texas School Of Law in 1989, where he 
was a member of the Texas Law Review. 
 

Mark Burghardt 
Mark Burghardt represents clients in the energy and natural resource 
industry in litigation, administrative hearings, and transactions. Having 
been involved in the energy industry his entire career, Mark engages with 
clients to prevent and solve issues with the location and development of 
their oil, gas, mining, and renewable energy projects. He has worked with 
companies on projects involving federal, state, private and Indian lands.  
Mark has also represented clients in a wide range of transactions and joint 
ventures. He has litigated energy development and land use disputes in 
both federal and state court and has routinely appeared before Utah Board 
of Oil, Gas and Mining and the Utah Division of Environmental Quality.  
By working with his clients, Mark has helped resolve surface access, 

permitting, bonding, and title disputes. He has also guided companies through the condemnation process 
for roads, pipelines, and other energy facilities.  
 
3:00pm – 4:00pm – Petroleum Engineering for Non-Engineers  

 
Zack Arnold 
 
Mr. Arnold serves as the President and CEO of Infinity Natural 
Resources.  Prior to Infinity, Mr. Arnold was employed as the General 
Manager of Operations for Northeast Natural Energy from 2014 to 2017. 
During his time with NNE, Mr. Arnold was instrumental in driving the growth 
and development of the company’s Marcellus Shale asset in Northern 
WV.  Prior to joining NNE, Mr. Arnold held various roles at Chesapeake 
Energy including Drilling Engineer, Completions Superintendent and 
Operations Manager.  During his time, Mr. Arnold was instrumental in the 
drilling, completion, and operation of Chesapeake’s unconventional wells 

including the initial horizontal wells in the Marcellus and Utica Shales.  Before Chesapeake, Mr. Arnold 



began his career as a Production Engineer with Chevron in Bakersfield, CA where was exposed to the 
safety culture, operational excellence and the process oriented mindset of a major energy company.  
Throughout his career, Mr. Arnold has assembled teams to execute on a variety of innovative 
development strategies.  Mr. Arnold is a long time West Virginia resident and a graduate of Marietta 
College with a degree in petroleum engineering.  He is section chair of the Northern West Virginia Chapter 
of SPE, a registered Professional Engineer and resides in Bridgeport, WV with his wife and his three 
children. 
 
3:00pm – 5:00pm – Contract Center – Best Practices for Contract Preparation  
 

Friday, June 22nd  
8:15am – 10:15am – Contract Center – Best Practices for Contract Preparation  
9:00am – 10:00am – History of the Teapot Dome  

 
Matthew R. Silverman  
 

Matt Silverman is Exploration Manager for Robert L. Bayless, Producer in 
Denver.  He has degrees in both American History and Geology. The 1920s 
oilfield scandal at Teapot Dome represents the triple junction of his 
interests in Presidential history, petroleum exploration and bathtub gin. 
 
 
 
 
10:15am – 11:15am – Participation Agreements 
 
Dorsey Roach, UnitPro Land Consultants, LLC 

 
Dorsey attended the University of Oklahoma where in 1977 he received a 
B.B.A., majoring in Petroleum Land Management (PLM). Upon graduating, 
Dorsey began his career with Exxon Corporation where he was trained and 
specialized as a pooling and unitization landman. From 1987-2009, he also 
held staff and managerial positions with Mesa Petroleum, Crawley 
Petroleum, Union Pacific Resources, the Williams Cos. and Cheyenne 
Petroleum. 
 
Since 2009, Dorsey has been managing member/owner of UnitPro Land 
Consultants, LLC in Oklahoma City where he offers expert witness services 

for litigation involving land contracts, assists companies in structuring, preparing and/or negotiating their 
drilling deals and related contracts, and presents seminars for AAPL and other industry organizations.  
 
Dorsey has been a member of the American Association of Professional Landmen (AAPL) since 1977, and 
a Certified Professional Landman (CPL) since 1986. Since 1984, he has been an instructor for AAPL's CPL 
Review courses and Joint Operating Agreement (“JOA”) seminars. He has authored papers and delivered 
hundreds of presentations and seminars to numerous industry-related organizations. He was also an 
adjunct professor in the PLM/Energy Management Program at the University of Oklahoma from 1983-
2008, and the Tulsa University Energy Management Program from 2007-2015.  



 
From 1986-1989, Dorsey served as chairman of the AAPL 1989 JOA Revision Committee. From 2011-2015, 
he served on the AAPL JOA Task Force that drafted the AAPL 1989 Horizontal JOA, and the AAPL 2015 JOA. 
He currently serves as Chairman of a newly formed drafting committee for AAPL that is charged with 
drafting a first-ever industry model form Participation Agreement. 
 
 
11:30am – 1:00pm – Education Luncheon: The War on Hydrocarbons 
 

Steve Goreham 
Steve Goreham is an informative and engaging speaker, delivering 
compelling and provocative programs to businesses, universities, and 
diverse organizations. Steve is an independent scholar, researcher, and 
futurist in the fields of energy and environmental policy, as well as a 
former engineer and business executive with 30 years of experience at 
Fortune 100 and private companies. He’s Executive Director of the 
Climate Science Coalition of America, an independent, non-political 
association of scientists and concerned citizens focused on informing 
Americans about the realities of climate science and energy economics. 
Steve is author of two books on energy and climate change with over 
100,000 copies in print. He’s a freelance columnist and frequent guest on 

radio and TV, including Dennis Miller, Sean Hannity, and Fox Business Channel. He holds an MBA from the 
University of Chicago and a BS/MS in Electrical Engineering from the University of Illinois. 
Steve presents a fresh viewpoint on environmental, economic, energy, climate, and public policy topics in 
a down-to-earth style that all can understand, and with stories and humor that all will enjoy.  
1:00pm – 3:00pm – Contract Center – Best Practices for Contract Preparation  
 
1:00pm – 3:00pm – Allocation Wells: Production Sharing Agreements/Allocation Agreements  
 
PANEL 

Dorsey Roach, UnitPro Land Consultants, LLC 
 
Dorsey attended the University of Oklahoma where in 1977 he received a 
B.B.A., majoring in Petroleum Land Management (PLM). Upon graduating, 
Dorsey began his career with Exxon Corporation where he was trained and 
specialized as a pooling and unitization landman. From 1987-2009, he also 
held staff and managerial positions with Mesa Petroleum, Crawley 
Petroleum, Union Pacific Resources, the Williams Cos. and Cheyenne 
Petroleum. 
 
Since 2009, Dorsey has been managing member/owner of UnitPro Land 
Consultants, LLC in Oklahoma City where he offers expert witness services 

for litigation involving land contracts, assists companies in structuring, preparing and/or negotiating their 
drilling deals and related contracts, and presents seminars for AAPL and other industry organizations.  
 
Dorsey has been a member of the American Association of Professional Landmen (AAPL) since 1977, and 
a Certified Professional Landman (CPL) since 1986. Since 1984, he has been an instructor for AAPL's CPL 
Review courses and Joint Operating Agreement (“JOA”) seminars. He has authored papers and delivered 



hundreds of presentations and seminars to numerous industry-related organizations. He was also an 
adjunct professor in the PLM/Energy Management Program at the University of Oklahoma from 1983-
2008, and the Tulsa University Energy Management Program from 2007-2015.  
 
From 1986-1989, Dorsey served as chairman of the AAPL 1989 JOA Revision Committee. From 2011-2015, 
he served on the AAPL JOA Task Force that drafted the AAPL 1989 Horizontal JOA, and the AAPL 2015 JOA. 
He currently serves as Chairman of a newly formed drafting committee for AAPL that is charged with 
drafting a first-ever industry model form Participation Agreement. 
 
 

Eli Kiefaber 
 
Robert W. (Eli) Kiefaber is a founding partner of Kiefaber & Oliva LLP. Eli 
focuses his practice on mineral title issues, oil and gas transactions and 
litigation. His practice includes title opinions, division order opinions, joint 
operating agreements, acquisition and divestiture of oil and gas assets, 
federal leases, pooling and unitization, environmental and regulatory 
matters, and energy and environmental litigation. Eli is also a regular speaker 
on issues relating to the development of unconventional shale plays and has 
given presentations regarding legal issues of oil and gas development. 
 

 
 

 
Fred MacDonald  

 
Fred is a founding member of MacDonald & Miller Mineral Legal 
Services, PLLC. He focuses on oil and gas law, including title 
examination of Federal, fee, State of Utah and Indian lands, farmout, 
joint operating agreement and other contract drafting and 
interpretation, unit formation and operation, and administrative 
practice before the Utah Board of Oil, Gas and Mining and U.S. Interior 
Board of Land Appeals. 
 
He received his B.S. in engineering from Purdue University in 1983 and 

his J.D. from the Valparaiso University School of Law in 1986. Prior to forming MacDonald & Miller 
Mineral Legal Services, PLLC, he practiced for 22 years with the Salt Lake City natural resources 
law firm of Pruitt Gushee, PC, where he was a shareholder and managing director, and five 
years with the Denver-based energy law firm of Beatty & Wozniak, PC, where he was a 
shareholder in its Utah office. Fred is a member of both the Utah and Tenth Circuit Court of 
Appeals Bar Associations.  He is an active member of both the Utah and American Association of 
Professional Landmen (AAPL). He currently serves as chairman of the AAPL’s Form 610 Operating 
Agreement Revision Task Force.  In addition, Fred is actively involved with the Rocky Mountain 
Mineral Law Foundation. He previously served on the faculty of the biennial Federal oil and gas 
leasing short course for nearly 20 years and as a trustee at large for the Foundation. 
 
He has authored many articles and papers, including “Coalbed Methane Units: Making the Square 
Peg Fit the Round Hole, Regulation and Development of Coalbed Methane,” Paper No. 7 (Rocky 



Mtn. Min. L. Fdn. 2002), “The New AAPL Form 610 Coalbed Methane Checklist: Making the List 
and How to Check it Twice,” 27 Energy & Min. L. Inst. Ch. 4 (2006), and “Preparing and Finalizing 
the Unit Agreement: Making Sure Your Exploratory Ducks Are In a Row,” Federal Onshore Oil and 
Gas Pooling and Unitization, Paper No. 8 (Rocky Mtn. L. Fdn. 2006). He also lectures frequently 
on various oil and gas topics. He has been listed in the Best Lawyers in America and in Super 
Lawyers in the area of oil and gas law every year since 2007 and 2008, respectively. Fred was 
named Best Lawyers in America’s 2012 Salt Lake City Oil and Gas Lawyer of the Year. Fred is 
originally from Detroit, and has a passion for Motown music. He also considers himself Utah’s 
most rabid Red Wings fan. 
 

3:30pm – 5:00pm – Ethics: The Jeopardy Game  
Donald Campbell 
Donald E. Campbell is an Associate Professor of Law at Mississippi College 
School of Law, where he teaches courses including Ethics and Professional 
Responsibility, Property, Wills and Estates, Immigration Law, and 
Construction Law. He received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of Southern Mississippi, and his J.D. summa cum laude from 
Mississippi College School of Law.  He also received his Ph.D. in Political 
Science from the University of Florida focusing on the confirmation of 
judges on the U.S. Courts of Appeal.  Prior to joining the MC Law faculty, 
Professor Campbell practiced law in Jackson and served as a clerk for the 

Honorable Leslie Southwick on the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.  He has authored 
a number of articles. Professor Campbell is also coauthor of two treatises on legal and judicial ethics in 
Mississippi (with the late Jeffrey Jackson) entitled Ethics and Professional Responsibility for Mississippi 
Lawyers and Judges, published by LexisNexis in 2016.  He has also published a textbook on ethics entitled 
Professional Responsibility & Ethics: Readings, Notes & Questions with Great Hall Press which is currently 
in its 3rd edition.   He serves on the Ethics Committee of the Mississippi Bar and previously served as 
Reporter for the Mississippi Code of Judicial Conduct Study Committee (charged with recommending 
changes to the Mississippi Code of Judicial Conduct).  Professor Campbell is a frequent speaker on ethics 
to lawyers and judges.    
 

Saturday, June 23rd   
9:00am – 11:00am – Contract Center – Best Practices for Contract Preparation  
 
9:00am – 12:15pm – Comparative Oil and Gas Law Review and Case Law Update: Colorado, Montana, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Utah, Wyoming 

George Snell, TX  
George was born in Pampa, Gray County, Texas. He attended Baylor 
University and Baylor Law School graduating in 1972 with BA and JD degrees. 
Since 1972, George has practiced law in Amarillo. He maintained a general 
practice, including litigation, until 1979. In1979, George joined an attorney 
who had been preparing title opinions for oil and gas purposes since 1966. 
George also limited his practice to the oil and gas and real property areas, 
focusing primarily on the preparation of title opinions for all purposes. 
George and his former partner, now deceased, have together prepared over 
8,000 title opinions.        
 



From 1985 to 1991, he was one of the team of speakers teaching AAPL’s Certification Review course. He 
taught NADOA’s Certification Review course from 1993 to 1996. George has spoken at many other 
industry seminars for landmen, division order analysts and bar associations. Many of his articles have been 
published in The Landman. 
 
Since 1989, George has served on the Texas Bar’s Title Standards Joint Editorial Board. The purpose of 
title standards is to summarize the law on real property subject and provide practical solutions to common 
conveyance problems. All real estate practitioners, including oil and gas practitioners, should be familiar 
with the title standards of any state there they conduct business. While George is not a member of a firm 
in the traditional sense, George has put together a network of title lawyers representing 21 states who 
work together for both business and writing purposes. The lawyers have written articles comparing the 
oil and gas law of their state to Texas, using the same format as in the prototype article written in 1989, 
which compares the oil and gas law of Oklahoma to Texas. AAPL published the first 18 articles in a two 
volume set in mid-2011. One volume integrated all 18 articles by the 180+ topics, while the other volume 
contains each state’s article in full. The 2nd Edition is in progress. 
 
As a solo practitioner, George has more flexibility in administrative matters than a larger firm. For 
example, depending upon the volume of work to be done, he answers the phone either “Hard working 
lawyer’s office” or “Hardly working lawyer’s office”! 
 

 
Craig Newman, WY  
 
Craig Newman graduated from the University of Wyoming College of Law in 
1975, where he was one of the editors of the Wyoming Land and Water Law 
Review.  He has been oil and gas lawyer since 1976, in private practice since 
1980, and a sole practitioner for 25 years.   
For 38 years, he has regularly represented clients before the Wyoming Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission and written title opinions for oil and gas 
clients.  He is a member and former trustee of the Rocky Mountain Mineral 
Law Foundation and has written papers and made presentations at a 

number of special institutes and one annual institute of the Foundation, including special institutes on 
title examination and oil and gas conservation law.   He also is one of the original chapter authors in THE 

LAW OF FEDERAL OIL AND GAS LEASES, a two-volume legal treatise published by Matthew Bender and the Rocky 
Mountain Mineral Law Foundation. 
He is the author of the Wyoming portion of OIL & GAS LAW, A NATIONWIDE COMPARISON OF LAWS ON LEASING, 
EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION, published in 2010 by the American Association of Professional Landmen 
(AAPL) and has been a speaker and presenter at a previous AAPL Annual Meeting and special topic 
seminars.   
He is a former Chairman of the Legal Committee of the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission and 
was Wyoming’s representative to the Compact for 8 years.  He has been listed as a member of The Best 
Lawyers in America and in Martindale Hubbell’s Bar Registry of Preeminent Lawyers, both for more than 
25 years, and has been listed in Rocky Mountain Super Lawyers since 2008.  
In October, 2017, Newman received the Wyoming State Bar’s 7th Gerald R. Mason Professionalism Award, 
given annually to recognize an attorney whose career exemplifies the highest standards of 
professionalism and ethics. 

He is married to Rita Miller Newman and resides in Casper and Story, Wyoming. 
 



Greg Danielson, CO  
 
For the last 30 years, Greg Danielson has primarily represented oil and gas 
companies in the areas of exploration and production. He has extensive 
experience in the negotiation and preparation of purchase and sale 
agreements, various forms of exploration and marketing agreements, and 
preparation of all forms of title opinions, including drilling, division order, 
financing, and acquisition opinions. 
Mr. Danielson has represented oil and gas clients in administrative matters 
before the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission. He has also acted 

as Chapter 7 trustee in bankruptcy to liquidate a small independent oil and gas company and has generally 
represented clients in workouts and bankruptcy proceedings. 
Mr. Danielson is an active participant with the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation. He has served 
on the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee for the Foundation and co-chaired special Institute 
Programs in 2002 (The Regulation and Development of Coalbed Methane) and 2004 (Development Issues 
& Conflicts in Modern Gas and Oil Plays). He also has been named in The Best Lawyers in America© for 
Energy, Natural Resources, and Oil & Gas Law. He was also named by Best Lawyers® as “Lawyer of the 
Year” for Natural Resources Law and Energy Law in Denver. Mr. Danielson has been recognized by 
Chambers USA for Natural Resources & Environment. 
He has been a lecturer and author for various industry groups. Mr. Danielson is a past Chairman of the 
Natural Resources and Energy Law Section of the Colorado Bar Association. 
 

Greg Nibert, NM  
 
Active in the Independent Petroleum Association of New Mexico Greg served 
as its President 2011-12 and selected as member of the year in 2005 and 
2013.  He is the immediate past Treasurer and former member of the Board 
of Directors, and a current Trustee of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation.  Greg is a member of the State Bar of New Mexico and was 
Chair of the Section of Natural Resources, Energy and Environmental Law of 
the State Bar of New Mexico in 1990-91.  He is also a member of the Chaves 
County Bar Association (President in 2010-11), New Mexico Landmen’s 
Association, and American Association of Professional Landmen. 
In 2006 Greg was elected to serve as a Chaves County Commissioner, and 

reelected in 2010.  He was Chair of the Chaves County Republican Party in 2001-03 and has been 
involved in a number of local, state and national elections, as well as serving as one of the Republican 
Party lawyers in several recounts and election-day issues. He served on the Roswell Independent School 
District Board of Education in 1996.  He remains active in Kiwanis International and is currently Lt. 
Governor of Division 4 in the Southwest District and is a Distinguished Past President of the Roswell 
Kiwanis Club.  He served as Chairman of the Rio Hondo District of the Conquistador Council, Boy Scouts 
of America 1997-2003 and currently is serving as Vice President-Finance of the Conquistador Council 
and is Assistant Scout Master of Troop 2.  He was President of the Roswell Chamber of Commerce 2007-
08 and served on the executive committee and board of directors of the Roswell-Chaves County 
Economic Development Corporation from 2010-14.  Greg is a graduate of Leadership New Mexico (Core 
class of 2011 and Government class of 2009). 
 



Timothy Dowd, OK  

 
Timothy C. Dowd is an attorney with Elias, Books, Brown & Nelson, P.C., in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Mr. Dowd is a past President of the Oklahoma City 
Mineral Lawyers Society (1996-97); and is past Chairperson of the Oklahoma 
Bar Association Mineral Law Section (2005-06).Mr. Dowd is the author of the 
Oklahoma chapter of AAPL’s Nationwide Comparison of Laws on Leasing, 
Exploration and Production (2011) and the chapter on Oil and Gas Titles in 
West Publishing Company’s Oklahoma Real Estate Forms and Practice. 
 

 

 

 

 


